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City Description

Independence is the fourth largest city in the state of Missouri, encompasses over 78 square miles and
has a current population of approximately 115,000. It is the county seat of Jackson County, which hasa
total population of 660,095 people. The Kansas City metropolitan area encompasses 11 counties and has
atotal population of 1.925 million.

Independence residents enjoy over 40 parks, excellent schools and outstanding shopping facilities that
offer awide variety of choices ranging from the historic Independence Square to one of the finest malls
in the surrounding area.

Independence is a so a city with many opportunities for business and economic development. The devel-
opment of the Little Blue Valley in the eastern part of the city has already brought new jobs and career
opportunities. An estimated 5,000 new jobs will aso be created in the next 20 years, bringing 20,000
new residents to Independence. Redevelopment is also occurring in the older, more established western
sections of the city.

Independence enjoys four distinct seasons, with none being overly severe. The coldest month is January
with an average temperature of 35 degrees F, and the warmest month is July with an average tempera-
ture of 89 degrees F. Independence averages 34.1 inches of rain and 20.2 inches of snow per year. The
driest month is February and the wettest is June. The city of Independence lies 1,000 feet above sea
level.

Source: US Census Bureau and Independence Chamber of Commerce
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Source: US Census Bureau map of Missouri by counties
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City Description

Selected Demographics

Thetable below portrays key demographic information about the City of Independence and how it com-

pares to Missouri.

Sel ected Demographic Statistics, 2006 Estimates
Independence 119,158 % Missouri 5842713 [ %
White 105,778 88.8 | White 4,905,832 84.0
African American 5,289 4.4 | African American 661,535 | 11.3
Hispanic 7,601 6.4 | Hispanic 160,898 2.8
Femde 61,775 51.8 | Female 2,990,882 | 51.2
Male 57,383 48.2 | Mae 2,851,831 | 48.8
Median Family Income $51,541 - Median Family Income $53,026 -
Per Capita Income $21,912 - Per Capita Income $22,916 -
Median HH Income $40,960 - Median HH Income $42,841 -

Source: US Census Bureau

Age Distribution

The majority of Independence s population raceis
White (88.8%) then Hispanic (6.4%) and African
Americans (4.4%) make up the smallest percent of
the population when comparing these races alone.

Theratio of men to women is very comparable
and is also very similar to Missouri sratio.

In regards to income, the median family income,
per capitaincome and median household income
are al dlightly lower than Missouri s average.

Independence has the highest percent of the popu-
lation within the ages of 40to 49 years old. There
isasteady decline in the percent of the population
over 50 years of age. Also, before 40 years of
age, the smallest percent of the population is be-
tween the ages of 20 to 24.

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Subject Totd | Mae | Female

AGE

Under 5 years 7.30% 9.40% 5.30%
5 t0 9 years 6.80% 8.00% 5.70%
10 to 14 years 6.50% 7.20% 5.90%
1510 19 years 6.20% 6.70% 5.70%
20 to 24 years 4.80% 4.40% 5.20%
25 to 29 years 6.60%0 6.20% 7.10%
30 to 34 years 5.50% 4.90% 6.00%
35 to 39 years 6.20% 5.80% 6.50%
40 to 44 years 8.30% 6.70% 9.80%
45 to 49 years 8.30% 9.20% 7.60%
50 to 54 years 6.60%0 7.40% 5.90%
55 to 59 years 5.90% 5.10% 6.70%
60 to 64 years 5.10% 5.809%  4.40%
65 to 69 years 4.00% 3.40% 4.60%
70 to 74 years 3.90% 3.90% 3.90%
75 to 79 years 3.00% 2.80% 3.10%
80 to 84 years 3.00% 2.00% 3.80%
85 years and over 1.90% 1.00% 2.80%

Source: US Census Bureau
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City Description

Population Change from 2000 to 2006

A comparison between the 2000 census and the 2006 population estimate indicates that Independence
has had a decrease in the percentage of people within the age groups 20-44 and an increase in the per-
centage of people within the age groups 45-64. The 2006 population estimate indicates that the popula-
tion of Independence residents who are Black or African American, and arace other than White, Ameri-
can Indian, Asian, or Pacific Islander has increased since 2000.

From the 2000 census to the 2005-2007 American Community Survey, the overall population of Mis-
souri increased. The percentage of the total population that are males increased and the percentage of
females decreased. The median age of Missouri residentsincreased from 36.1 to 37.3. In regards to
race and ethnicity in Missouri, the percentage of White residents decreased and the percentage of Black
or Asian have increased. (US Census Bureau)
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City Description

Types of Employment

In 2006, the City of Independence sleading industries for the employed population 16 years and ol der
were educational services, healthcare, socia assistance and retail trade. Educational services, healthcare
and socia assistance all had the highest percent employed with 17% of the population employed in those
fields. Retail trade was the second leading industry with 13% of the employed population. (US Census

Bureau)

When looking at the workforce by occupation, the two most common categories of occupations for Inde-
pendence residents are sales and office occupations (28.6%) and management, professional and related
occupations (26.9%) totaling over 50% of the workforce.

Workforce by Occupation in 2006

Independence Missouri
Occupation # % # %
Management, professional & related occupations 15,290 26.9 895,021 315
Service occupations 7,361 12.9 463,004 15.0
Sales and Office occupations 16,259 28.6 743,532 26.9
Farming, Fishing & Forestry occupations N 0.0 17,683 0.6
Construction, extractions & maintenance occupations 7,580 13.3 279,276 9.8
Productions, Transportation & material moving occupations 10,444 18.3 402,929 16.3

Source: MCDC Demographic Profile; Missouri 2006 American Community Survey

In October 2008, the following unemployment rates were reported:

2007 (%) 2008 (%) % Difference
Jackson County 6.0 7.2 -1.2
Kansas City metro area 5.6 6.5 -0.9
State of Missouri 51 6.1 -1.0
United States 4.4 6.1 -1.7

Source: Missouri Department of Economic Devel opment

Independence businesses employ many residents in service, trade and manufacturing sectors, with high
growth continuing in the retail sector as well. Residents are within commuting distance to business and
manufacturing districts in the Greater Kansas City metropolitan area. (Independence Chamber of Com-

merce)
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City Description

Education

The City of Independence has a student enrollment of approximately 15,000 pupils, served by five
school districts. Independence takes great pride in the high quality educational programsthat is provided
for the students. The school districtsinclude: Independence, Blue Springs, Fort Osage, Kansas City and
Raytown. (City of Independence)

Public School Districts that Serve Independence (2008-2009)

School District # Students # Teachers
Independence 11,420 934
Blue Springs 13,899 1,063
Fort Osage 4,913 409
Kansas City 22,262 2,158
Raytown 8,819 690
TOTAL 61,313 5,254

Source: Self Reported

Private Schools (2008-2009)

Private School # Students # Teachers
St. Mary s High School 178 14
Nativity of Mary 245 16
CPRS 264 10

Tri City 263 15
Messiah Lutheran 132 10
Family Christian Academy 45 7

The School House 28 3
TOTAL 1,155 82

Source: Self Reported

Private, public, community college, university-level education and vocational training are al readily
available in Independence. The metro area s adult population continues to excel in education. Kansas
City is above the national average for high school and college graduates. The Independence and Fort
Osage school districts serve the mgjority of Independence residents; however, some students may attend
Blue Springs, Kansas City or Raytown schools. (Independence Chamber of Commerce)
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City Description

In 2006, 88% of the population in Independence 25 years and over had at |east graduated from high
school, which is an increase of 5.1% since 2000. In addition, 18% had a bachelor s degree or higher
which increased from 15.2% in 2000. In comparison, Kansas City had 86% of people 25 years and over
that at least graduated from high school and 29% that had a bachelor s degree in 2006.

Independence School District

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Number of Graduates 699 712 738 701 698
Graduation Rate 76.8 84.4 81 82.7 84.9
Percent of Graduates Entering College 72.0 65.3 70 68.2 64.2
Percent of Graduates Scoring at or Above the National
Average on the ACT 26 29.4 30.2 30.9 26.9
Pupil/Regular Classroom Teacher Ratio
Excludes Spec. Ed., Remedia Read., Chapter I, & Vocational
Teachers 20/1 19/1 19/1 19/1 19/1

Source: DESE

The Independence School District had 698 students graduate in 2008, which isless than the previous
four years. Although the graduation rate increased by arate of 2.2, the rate of graduates entering college
isonly 64.2. When comparing malesto females in the Independence School District, males have a
higher dropout rate than females and the dropout rate for females continually decreases. Independence
has a dropout rate of 3.4 which islessthan the total Missouri rate of 4.2.

School District Data, 2008 Graduates

% Post Secondary . Pupil/Regular
0, 0,
w(Callegs (Non- College) A\ SIETE % Military| % Other |% Dropouts| Classroom
(4yr or 2yr) o Workforce .
Institution Teacher Ratio
Independence 64.2 4.7 22.2 3.7 0.7 34 19/1
Blue Springs 81.6 0.2 12.8 4.0 15 1.7 20/1
Kansas City 36.9 2.7 16.2 0.1 0.0 41.2 15/1
Lee' s Summit 74.8 0.8 124 1.8 34 1.3 19/1
Liberty 87.1 19 9 1.0 0.0 16 17/1
Source: DESE
6
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City Description

Poverty

In 2006, over 15,000 (13%) Independence residents were below poverty level. Eleven percent of al
families and 31% of families with afemale householder and no husband present had incomes below the
poverty level. The most common age group below poverty level are those residents that are younger
than 18. Asthe population ageincreases, the % below the poverty level decreases. Thereisadightly
higher percentage of female residents below poverty level than there are males. Trends show that the
more education one receives the lesslikely they areto fall below poverty level.

Since the year 2000, Independence has shown increased percentages of people living in poverty. In
2000, 8.6% of the population was in poverty. Of the 8.6% below poverty level, 11.8 % of related chil-
dren under 18, 6.7% over the age of 65 and 21.5% of families with a femal e householder and no hus-
band present had incomes bel ow the poverty level.

Independence does have lower percentages than of neighboring Kansas City. According to the 2006
estimates Kansas City had 19% of its population in poverty, 30% of related children under 18, 12% over
the age of 65 and 36% with afemale householder and no husband present all had incomes below the
poverty level. (US Census Bureau)

Independence
Poverty Statusin the Past 12 Months, 2006

Number of Residents % of Residents

below Poverty L evel below Poverty L evel
L ess than high school graduate 1,762 18.6
High School graduate 3,187 10.6
Some college, associate’ s degree 1,551 5.8
Bachelor’s degree of higher 444 31
Currently Employed 3,782 6.6
Currently Unemployed 1,927 50.9
Worked full-time, year round in
the past 12 months 851 2.1
\Worked part-time or part-year in
the past 12 months 4,833 20.8
Did not work in the past 12 months 4,047 13.9

Source: US Census Bureau
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Public Safety

Juvenile Crime Rates

Juvenile crimes are defined as crimes committed by persons under the age of 18. The databelow are
total arrestsfor each type of crime.

Type of Crime 2006 2007 % Difference
Homicide 0 0 0
Forced Rape 2 0 -100
Robbery 9 8 -11.1
Aggravated Assault 29 18 -37.9
Burglary 31 25 -19.4
Larceny 590 624 5.8
Auto Theft 21 22 4.8
Arson 19 2 -89.5
Totals 701 699 -0.3

Source: Uniform Crime Reporting Statistical Query from the Missouri State Highway Patrol Statistical
Analysis Center.

The overall total of juvenile crime has increased from 2006 to 2007. Above, the chart shows over the
last three years there has been an increase in larceny and auto theft. Larceny increased 5.1% from 2006
to 2007. All other types of crime arrests have shown a decrease from 2005 to 2007. Arson decreased
89% from 2006 to 2007.

Adult Crime Rates

Type of Crime 2005 2006 2007

The datato the right isthe to’FaI arrests | Homicide 4 7 6
for each type of crime committed by
persons 18 and over. Forced Rape 4 7 3

_ Raobbery 24 24 20
Crime rate arrests for people 18 years
old and over overall have shown an Aggravated Assault 182 159 135
increase from 2005 to 2007. Burglary, | gyrglary 83 64 69
larceny, auto theft and arson all
showed an increase since 2006. Rob- | Larceny 1119 1,102 1,210
bery, aggravated assault, and forced Auto Theft 31 186 230
rape have decreased from 2005-2007.
Forced Rape has decreased 60% from | Arson 7 1 2
2006 to 2007. Totals 1454 | 1550 | 1,675

Source: Uniform Crime Reporting Statistical Query from the
Missouri State Highway Patrol Statistical Analysis Center.
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